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season and out ; and whose devotions were hardly
more serious or more decent than his debaucheries.

He was soon so despised, that the dignity, the
grace and the fascination which were his when he
chose to assume them, lost all power. But indeed
at the best his dignity was too much that of an actor
on the stage, a hasty word or an aside would often
betray that it was only assumed for the occasion;
his grace and fascination were those of a fawning,
cat-like beast, whose treacherous claws may at any
moment be darted into the flesh which it caresses.

The States-General had been summoned to meet
at Blois in December (15/6). The League exerted
itself to the utmost to terrorise the elections, and it
was assisted by the whole influence of the govern-
ment. The Protestants and the Politicians, discon-
tented at the non-fulfilment of the terms of the
peace, and seeing that the Catholic associations and
the Crown nowhere allowed even a semblance of
freedom to the elections, held wholly aloof; no
deputies of any of the Three Estates came from the
districts and towns which were in their power.

They expected that measures would be passed
fatal to their interests, and wished to leave no pre-
tence for describing the States-General of Blois as a
free and full meeting of the representatives of the
nation. Yet in so acting the Huguenots and their
allies made a grave mistake, since, notwithstanding
their abstention and the terrorism of the League,
only a bare majority of the Third Estate voted in
favour of restoring the unity of the faith by force;
and that vote was rendered nugatory by the refusal